1861]     THE ACCESSION OF MR. LINCOLN.        81

the rendition of Forts Sumter and Pickens, and on
all matters of dispute between the two powers. To
them, Seward caused it to be reported semi-officially
that the Cabinet had decided to evacuate Fort
Sumter, It is not needful for us to enter into the
story of the mission of these commissioners; we
will simply say that there was, so far as we can find,
no promise given by Mr. Seward on behalf of the
Government that the fort should be given up, and
no promise given by the commissioners as the con-
sideration for any such agreement. The contrary
was maintained by Jefferson Davis in his review of
the circumstances in. his first Message to the Con-
federate Congress, but the evidence does not bear
him out. Assurances and predictions there were in
plenty; but of any agreement there is not a sign.

Mr. Lincoln, after receiving the opinions of his
constitutional advisers, considered the matter further.
On March 29th he called them, together again. By
this time he had made up his own mind, and no
doubt the reasons which influenced him had had
their weight also with his associates. This time the
general feeling of the Cabinet was in favor of mak-
ing the attempt to supply Anderson with provisions,
at least. The fleet was, however, to carry troops
also; but they were not to be landed unless oppo-
sition should be made to furnishing the garrison
with provisions. Mr. Seward, however, adhered to
his original opinion, and was supported by the
Secretary of the Interior, Mr. Smith. Mr. Chase
had clearly advanced in his views: " If war," said
he, " is to be the result, I perceive no reason why it